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4-20-74 Romans 12 
"THINK SOBERLY" 
#3 935. 
INT: 1st 11 ch. of Romans the DOCTRINAL part of book. 
Ch. 12 begins the Practical Applications. -r 
Vs. 1 -- Greatest offering to God: Self!!. 
Vs. 2 -- Process: Renewal. Transformation!! 
I . VERSE III: THE SPIRIT OF THE TRUE BELIEVER. 
A. My authority for speaking to you: 
"through the GRACE given unto me." 
1. * Gal. l:ll-16a,b. Inspired Apostle. 
2. * I Cor. 15:9-11.. Forgiven by Lord. 
3. * Eph. 3:7-12. Mystery; unsearch .. riches. 
B. Watch out for haugl_:t~.r:?:~ss, . va~n-glory, 
false-pride and ~upers1ll1ousness. 
1. Jesus warned His disciples against 
the worldly lust for superiority OVER 
others in the Kingdom of God. 
Matthew 23:5-12. All are just brethren. 
Elders: are overseeing-brethren.Leaders. 
Deacons: are serving-brethren. 
Teachers: are instructing-brethren. 
Preachers: are preaching-brethren .. 
2. Do not invalidate your spiritual-gift 
by bragging, boasting or seeking to 
lord it over others in any way. 
3. Paul was sensitive to this problem: 
I Cor. 10:12. I Cor. 9:27. 
WHY? Spoil spiritual effectiveness!! 
c. Think sober~x· 
1. Gr.: Of sound mind. Self-controlled. 
Discreet. Temperate. Self-restraint .. 
"Conformed to the mind of Christ." Phil. 
Also: humbly. modestly . 2:5. 
2. Put others first: Rom. 12:10.(Phil. 2:3) 
3. Give all glory, honor and praise to God. 
Matt. 6:13. II Pet. 4:18. 
D. The measure of Faith. 
1. Christ calls EACH of us through His 
gospel. II Thess. 2:14. Mk. 16:15-16. 
2. What we do FOR CHRIST, IN HIS CHURCH 
is of utmost concern of the Father. 
3 . Rom. 10:17. Faith is a powerful force. 
/f1 T - Cf - -z_ r - 1 SL- I K_ 
ILL. A SOCIOLOGICAL DEMONSTRATION OF 
.-~-THE POWER OF CHRIST THRU HIS GOSPEL. 
Book: ••Perfect Manhood" by T. W. 
Shannon, told story of 
MAX JUKES. 
Born 1703. Lazy bum. Campaigned for 
his personal liberty---right to do 
as he pleased. 
Drank a lot. Married a prostitute. 
Moved up on Hudson River in N. Y. State 
Study: Had 900 descendents. 
300 were deliquents. 
200 died prematurely. 
145 became drunkards. 
285 suffered vicious diseases. 
90 females became prostitutes. 
Over 100 averaged 13 yrs. apience 
in prison. 
The Jukes Clan cost the State of N. Y. 
over $1,000,000 when money was 
scarce. 
CONT S · 
JONATHAN EDWARDS. 
Grew up in "Christian" home. 
Married "Christian" girl. 
729 descendents studied. 
300 preachers. 
65 college professors. 
13 university presidents. 
60 authors of good books. 
3 u. s. Congressmen. 
1 Vice-President of U. s. 
Only one man, Edward's grandson, 
Aaron Burr, ever cost N. Y. 
state one cent. 
CONCLUSION: Gospel of Christ prepares men for 
useful, happy and productive lives. 
INV. Paul u r ges ALL to give themselves to Je s us . 
Rom. 12 : 1 . Acts 2 : 38 . 
Urges all to repudiate sins of world and 
be transformed into a Christian. 
12:2, Rededicate life if 
weak & sinful. 
I John 1:9. 
Identify: Give Jesus your very best. 
